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For the first time, International Maritime Statistics Forum (IMSF) took place in the Central & Eastern Europe - in Gdansk, Poland on the 28-30th April, 2008.
The event was hosted by Maritime Institute in Gdansk with the support of Polish Ministry of Infrastructure. Mr. John Dowden - Chairman of the Forum and member of Chamber of Shipping (UK) opened the meeting. Event gathered representatives of ship register companies (Lloyd’s Register of Shipping, DNV, PRS), port authorities, shipowners, EUROSTAT, national statistics offices, ministries, maritime administration, shipyards and research institutes.
The forum was established over 25 years ago by Lloyd’s Register of Shipping and has been concentrating its actions on improvement of maritime statistics quality.

The main issues of conference:

· Environmental protection statistics - including influence of ship emissions on marine environment, risk assessment methodology etc.;

· Risk and ship safety - measurements and risk assessment methodology, role of maritime safety regulations;
· Level of cargo flows and supply chains - sources, interdependencies, roles of sea transport segments (ports, loading, shipowners, analysts, legislators);

· Regional maritime statistics – scope, growth tendencies etc.

Representative of Norwegian CEFOR organization presented current statistics and analysis on the Nordic Marine Insurance Statistics (NoMIS) with the use of data gathered by Lloyd’s Marine Intelligence Unit (LMIU) and Lloyd’s Register/Fairplay.
Practical use of statistics was presented by M. Kozacki from Maritime Office in Gdynia.
In Finland, maritime economy data gathering belongs to maritime administration. During the conference, Finnish PortNet database was presented. This system is a co-operation platform for maritime administration, customs and 20 Finnish ports (portal has been created to use a standard national “single window” application for all documents which are necessary during calling at the port).
British statistic system of cargo transport by sea comes under transport department- body responsible for maritime policy creation and management (including statistics).
Presented information shows that the whole UK statistic system is strongly decentralized and assigned to appropriate ministries/departments. It is bonded by joint team of specialists representing national services under the supervision of management council (from April 2008) reporting directly to British parliament. UK Statistics Authority creates statistics concerning basic economic sectors, while much of data is gathered by ministries as well.
Maritime Institute in Gdansk showed situation in Polish maritime sector mainly focusing on development and co-operation within Polish maritime industry. Baltic General Cargo Terminal Gdynia representative showed role of Gdynia port on the Scandinavian ro-ro transport and information system used for data gathering. 

US transport department representative argued that last 20 years brought significant progress in maritime transport statistics. Data is much more up-to-date, comprehensive and available via Internet. Thanks to faster access to information they can be more detailed and verified in more easily. Now analysts have better statistic tools and more effective data access.  
Chairman of the International Association of Maritime Economists (IAME), maritime economy information and experiences exchange platform, introduced profile of this organization to participants and highlighted the need for better co-operation with IMSF.
Lloyd’s Register’s presentation on economic development influence on transport showed that globalization process changes transport links between production and consumption.
 
Estimation model of oceanic transport, short-sea shipping and transit levels was introduced by Institute of Shipping Economics and Logistics (ISL) from Bremen. Model of container flow in north-European ports was presented in detail.
Next, Breamer Seascope presentation took place mainly focusing on analysis of new ship orders. These analyses are valuable source of information for shipbuilders, charter market and supply and demand forecasting. Information come directly from brokers, professional press, shipowners, shipyards, ship register companies, tool producers etc.

Detailed presentation by Dynamar consulting company was focused on current directions of container line transport development.

The issue of CO2 emission reduction from ships was highlighted by Intertanco. This organization demands: significant limitation of harmful substances, long-term, predictable and long lasting solutions, new IMO standards and abolishment of regional and unilateral laws.

Lloyd’s Marine Intelligence Unit continued the subject by showing methods of CO2 emissions measurements while LR/Fairplay Research presented “24h ship movements in Port of Rotterdam” as an example of new ship emissions measurement method.

Subsequent presentations concerning environmental protection were focused on influence of double-hull for oil-spills limitation (London Metropolitan University) and real use of energy - “Carbon Footprint” model (Marintech, Trondheim).
Advantages of short-sea shipping use over road transport between Spain and France were presented by Port of Valencia Foundation, together with short comments on EU transport policies.

Issue of repair shipyards was shown by Det Norske Veritas (ca 30% of repair shipyards’ potential is used for new shipbuilding while used ships have problems with prompt process of necessary repairing). 

Development of Chinese maritime economy in relations with maritime transport tendencies was presented by Cosco.

Ship construction influence on maritime safety was presented by Polish Register of Shipping.

Lloyd’s Register of Shipping is working on the universal method of ship measurements. These actions lead to proposals of new measurement methods which would be universal for all types and sizes of ships and allow their easier comparison. Weak sides of currently used parameters were also emphasized.

Representative of European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) presented the issue of reliable statistic data creation process - from source data to comprehensive knowledge on maritime economy.

The Forum met with huge interest and large participation which was a positive surprise for hosts and Forum management. As Marad representative noted: “Forum wasn’t created to prepare statistics and tables, but to present proper standards of information and economic data and to effectively use resources necessary to create plans and strategies on the national and international level”. 

